
 
Clear Creek County Greenway Trail Steering Committee Meeting 

October 1, 2015 

Attendees: 

Steering Committee 
Dan Ebert CCGA 
Mike Hillman Mayor of Idaho Springs 
Wendy Koch Mayor of Empire 
Tim Mauck Clear Creek County Commissioner 
Jim Pals Property Owner 
David Singer CDOT 
Peggy Stokstad Economic Development Corp. 
Martha Tableman Open Space Commission 
Randy Wheelock Bike Clear Creek 

Project Team 

Allan Brown HDR Engineering 
David Howlett Capitol Representatives 
Loretta LaRiviere CH2M 
Randall Navarro THK 
Kevin Shanks THK 
Jeff Shoemaker The Greenway Foundation 
Mary Jo Vobejda CH2M  

 

These meeting notes reflect the decisions and action items agreed on at this meeting.  Please advise 
Mary Jo Vobejda as soon as possible if your meeting notes reflect any substantial differences from these 
notes. 

AGENDA 

The agenda for the meeting is attached and the meeting followed this format. 

COMMENTS FROM YOUR GROUPS/HOW CAN WE HELP YOU GET THE WORD OUT 

Wendy Koch said she is going to set up a meeting with Randy Wheelock, Mike Raeber prior to the next 
Steering Committee meeting on October 17th which will focus on the Empire reach. She would like to 
have a meeting for the Empire area residents after the Steering Committee Meeting so they can give 
their input on the projects.   

PUBLIC COMMENTS 



There were no public comments at this meeting. PROCESS REVIEW 

Public Meeting and December Steering Committee Meeting 

Mary Jo asked the Steering Committee to think about delaying the public meeting and the December 
Steering Committee Meeting.  The project team recommends the public meeting planned for November 
be moved to early 2016 when the recommended Program has been endorsed by the Steering 
Committee.   

Mary Jo said the November 17th Steering Committee Meeting will focus on reviewing the draft Program 
Summary.  Prior to that the project team will be analyzing the projects that have been identified in each 
Reach and rank them into High, Medium and Low Construction Priority using the agreed upon criteria 
and taking into consideration the information received at the DLD Meeting.  She recommends that the 
Steering Committee not meet in December and wait to meet until the Program is finalized prior to the 
public meeting.  

Iterating the projects we are developing into the recommended program 

Project limits may become shorter or longer as the preliminary engineering is done and it is important to 
remember that the Trail will not be built from one end to the other.  

Mary Jo reminded the group that the Steering Committee’s job is not to solve issues that come up 
during the process, but to consider them while prioritizing projects. 

The Clear Creek Greenway Authority will review the Steering Committee program and present their 
recommendations to the County Commissioners.  You are all stakeholders in the Greenway Trail and the 
commissioners and authority board will seriously consider the Program you recommend. 

HIDDEN VALLEY REACH 
 
North Alignment into Idaho Springs 

This is an alternative alignment and route. The Greenway Trail could be moved north to avoid the pinch 
point with I-70.   This alignment would be along I-70 and closer to the creek.  Very scenic and visible 
from I-70.  Businesses could develop their creek sides to take advantage of the trail. (The Colorado 
Boulevard Steering Committee is considering this as the preferred alternative). 

Idaho Springs may put in a park by the old water treatment plant.   

CDOT right-of-way is needed. This alignment would avoid the townhouse road.  

Access between the north and south alignment routes would be through the existing culvert. 

There is an informal rafting put-in in this area.  The group agreed they should not make the decision 
where the rafter’s put-ins are but our Program needs to summarize the put-ins in association with the 
Greenway. 

South Alignment into Idaho Springs 

This Reach announces the Clear Creek Greenway Trail. The alignment would be on the road and would 
create a loop with the north alignment.  There is adequate right-of-way. This portion would provide 
access to the ballpark.  More parking would be needed. 
 
Storage Area to Scott Lancaster Bridge – Existing 

The Trail will be on the road. This would connect Idaho Springs to the Game Check trailhead.  There is 
parking available but more is needed.  Maybe the storage area could be converted to parking.   



 
There is enough right-of-way but there are many driveways which is a safety issue.   

Storage area to Scott Lancaster Bridge – North Alignment 

This project would connect to the Game Check trailhead.  Trail is off the road.  Property acquisition is 
needed.  This alternative would create a loop with the existing Trail.  
 
Hidden Valley Interchange – Existing Alignment 

This is the existing Trail and it is on the road.  Parking is needed.  Adequate right-of-way exists and this is 
very easy to implement.  

Hidden Valley Interchange – South Alignment 

Entrance to the Clear Creek Greenway Trail. The Trail would be off the road. There is adequate right-of-
way, however homeowners are using it for parking, etc. There may be objections to the proximity of the 
trail to their property. Need for a lot for parking.   

Land use could change to commercial if the private property is sold.  This could create a trail partnership 
opportunity.  

Hidden Valley Interchange – North Alignment 

This would be a highly visible and scenic segment along the creek that could serve to support the 
entrance to the Greenway.    Right-of-way acquisition, solving the geotechnical and hydraulic issues, 
additional bridges needed and parking will make this project expensive.  This project could make a loop.  

The group agreed the entire Hidden Valley stretch is a high priority for the following reasons: 

· It is a game changer for the Trail 
· Starting point of the entire Trail 
· Easy to construct 
· Flat/user friendly  Trail 
· Link to Idaho Springs and other trails; Peaks to Plans Trail connection 
· Redefines the east end of town 
· Leverage CDOT work already done in the area 
· Will attract the Denver-metro crowd 
· Locals will be able to use it without having to drive somewhere 

Because this will be a very popular portion of the Trail, parking in this stretch is an issue and the group 
discussed: 

· Parking needs to be close to highway 
· US6/40  - Open Space land maybe 30 cars 
· Game Check – 24 cars 
· Ball fields has some 
· Concrete plant/storage area could be used 
· Relocate and turn existing skate park into parking area 
· Idaho Springs is in the planning stages for a 400 car downtown parking structure; maybe near 

Beau Jo’s or Tommy Knockers 
· No matter how much parking there is, it won’t be enough! 
· Time frame for maintenance for the parking will be a CCGA task – 1-2 years out 
· Also need to determine signing and wayfinding for the trail. 



OTHER ITEMS 

The Steering Committee discussed the DLD Neighborhood Meeting.  Overall, they felt the meeting went 
well and it was a good chance for the residents to have their concerns and opposition to the Trail going 
through their neighborhood heard. Over time the current residents may move or eventually be more 
enthusiastic about the Trail being adjacent to their homes.  

Tim Mauck has already had conversations with a few of the residents and will continue to reach out to 
others.  The group agreed that sending a follow up letter from Tim thanking the attendees for their 
participation is appropriate.  Capitol Representatives will draft the letter and send it to Mary Jo, Randall 
and Jim Pals for their input before sending it to Tim for distribute with the verbal comments recorded by 
Loretta on the flip chart.   

There was discussion about the need for another meeting with this group later in the process.  There 
was agreement it should be an open house meeting and invite the Mill Creek and other neighborhoods.  
The Trail is a county-wide project and there are many people who want the Trail to move forward. .   

Randall is going to set up site visit meetings with the residents who suggested alternative routes so that 
he can see if they are viable alternatives.  

The group had the following concerns and comments: 

Wendy Koch has gotten questions from residents about the survey crews in Empire.  Because there has 
been no topographic information for the Empire area, HCL Surveying has been subcontracted to do the 
surveying.  Right now they are doing a preliminary review of the area but will be starting the surveying 
soon.  

There will also be a few groups of environmental specialists doing field work along the Trail as soon as all 
the right-of-entry forms have been signed.  They will be wearing orange vests and will carry business 
cards so if anyone has questions, they can feel free to talk to them.  Tim Mauck requested the County 
be informed when any field work is going to be done.  

Randy Wheelock comments from Bike Clear Creek: 

1. From Idaho Springs heading east, Option B (yellow) is preferable 
a. For safety reasons as well as user ambiance, in order to avoid conflict with vehicle traffic 

turning into businesses: 
i. The section from the westernmost condos/apartments should be along river, with a bridge 

to cross the river just west of condos/apartments 
ii. The route should be behind (north) of businesses such as Starbucks, the Wildfire and the 

motel, along the south side of the river. 
2. The route should remain along the river all the way to the game check station 
3. At Hidden Valley the route should also be Option B (yellow) along the river 
4. If possible the east end of Option B should continue to follow the river under the highway and 

eastbound on-ramp, rather than parallel to the Casino Parkway underpass.  

Road bikers don’t just want to ride on the road. They would like to ride the scenic trails away from the 
highway 

 

The next Steering Committee Meeting is Thursday, October 17th.  This will focus on the Empire reach. 

There will probably be two separate discussions: 



Empire & the I-70 interchange will be a performance evaluation and will give guidance on the Trail to 
future designers when the interchange design is determined by CDOT. 

The Empire spur will focus on a project.  Wendy Koch will invite residents and stakeholders to attend 
this meeting.   



 

Clear Creek Greenway Trail Design 
Steering Committee  

Agenda 

 Thursday, October 1, 2015   
9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  

Majestic Building, Idaho Springs 
 

1. Comments from your groups / how can we help you get the word out 

2. Public Comments 

3. Process Review 

a. Public Meeting and December Steering Committee Meeting 

b. Iterating the projects we are developing into the recommended program 

4. Review the Hidden Valley subdivisions 

5. Any project within this reach jump out as a “highest priority” 

6. Next Steps  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Consider 
Safety High use and visibility 

Visibility perpetuates successful 
implementation  

Existing and Planned Conditions 
are similar 

Alignment 
Surface 
Cross section 

Usable Segments 
(Connection between or among 
destinations) 

Parks 
Open space 
Recreation amenities/ river access 
Downtowns and commercial hubs 
Museums 
Schools 
Visitor centers 
Neighborhoods 
Inter-modal connections 
Parking 
Event centers 

Design and Engineering Alternative Alignments 
Walls 
Bridges 
Other Engineering Challenges 
Permitting 

Cost Effectiveness and 
Expediency 

Partnerships exists 
Community Support exists 
Outside influences 

Steering Committee Meetings 
Date Topics 

Oct. 15th Empire 
Nov. 12th Summary of Plan 

Nov Public Meeting 
Dec. 10th  Finalize Plan 



 

For information on the Clear Creek Greenway Plan Nov. 2005 go to:   

Clear Creek Greenway Trail Design Project will collaboratively and transparently 
program the Greenway.   

 
The Steering Committee will move the Greenway toward implementation through: 

· Beginning, and for some projects, completing design 
· Identifying funding for high priority projects 
· Building community support inside and outside Clear Creek County 
· Setting goals for future segments/projects 
· Defining project termini 
· Coordinating with other segments outside study limits that could be included in 

the Greenway program and ultimately extending the limits of the study 
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